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MEDITERRANEAN AGREEMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN, ITALY, AND AUSTRIA-HUNGARY IN 1887.
(a)
Italian Note to the British Government in regard to a Mediterranean Agreement.   London, February 12, 1887.
DESPATCH OP COUNT CORTI TO LORD SALISBURY.2
February 12, 1887.*
The undersigned, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of Italy, has received from his Government instructions to bring to the attention of His Excellency the Marquess of Salisbury, Principal Secretary of State of Her Britannic Majesty for Foreign Affairs, the following:
The Government of His Majesty the King, animated by the desire of establishing with that of Her Majesty the Queen an understanding upon various questions concerning their interests, is of the opinion that this object could be attained by the adoption of the following bases:
I.  The status quo in the Mediterranean as well as in the Adriatic, the Aegean Sea, and the Black Sea shall be maintained so far as possible.   Care must be taken in consequence to watch, and, if need be, to prevent any change, which, under form of annexation, occupation, protectorate, or in any other manner whatsoever, would affect the present situation to the detriment of the two Powers.
II.   If the maintenance of the status quo becomes impossible, they shall so act that no modification whatsoever shall occur except after a previous agreement between the two Powers.
III.  Italy is entirely ready to support the work of Great Britain in Egypt.   Great Britain in her turn is disposed, in case
durch Graf Nigra. ig./2. 1887."   ("Copy communicated through Count Nigra* February 19, 1887.")
3 Added in Count Kalnoky's handwriting.